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A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL, AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
WE take great pleasure in carrying out 
this year the ancient cu·stom of publish-
ing a full-page cut in this our last number. 
The cut was designed and drawn by G. S. 
Waters, '87, and commemorates the principal 
events of the past year which we have re-
corded in THE TABLET. 
T
HE TABLET regrets having to call 
attention, yet once more, to the character 
of the reading-room. It is not, as some stu-
dents seem to suppose, a place for the devel-
opment of class feeling, and the exhibition 
of lung-power, but for the quiet perusal of 
the daily, weekly, and monthly news. More-
over, fhe reading-room is supported by the 
whole college, and every student is, therefore,. 
entitled to all that tlie columns of the press 
contain. This fact does not seem to be realized 
as fully as _it ought, for various articles have 
been clipped from the papers, and either ap-
propriated or destroyed. Whether the deed 
was committed thoughtlessly, ur ''with malice 
aforethought," it should not occur again. No, 
gentleman would be guilty of such an action, 
if he only considered for a moment what are· 
the rights which other students possess in re-
lation to the reading-room. 
NEXT term is a term of prize competi-
tions. There are prizes open to every 
man in college and we wish to remind our 
readers that adequate ·preparation must begin 
now. .We have already urged this point in 
regard to the Oratoricals and English Liter-
ature: we now extend it to all the others .. 
There is nothing more disheartening and un--
satisfactory than to study with feverish inten-
sity for a week or two and then enter an 
examination knowing only so much of the-
subject as serves to convince one how much 
he does not know, and feeling that a timely 
beginning would have obviated an insufficient 
preparation and a self-accusing conscience. 
In another column we give a list of the prizes 
for the comir g term, and we earnestly hope 
that our early warning will result in more 
satisfactory competitions · and more satisfied 
·competitors. 
THE advent of snow has brought to our 
minds a subject for consideration. When 
the snow falls the pointed roofs of the build-
ings are constantly discharging avalanches of . 
snow upon the walk. This, when in a soft 
state, is not at all dangerous, although per-
haps it is disagreeable to passers-by; but 
tht!re is always a large quantity that sticks to 
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the roof. This, by the action of rain and 
frost, becomes at times frozen into large 
masses of hard ice. Now, when a thaw comes 
the ice melts next the slate, thus loosening 
the hold of the mass, and down it comes. 
There has hitherto been no serious injury,, 
but some day some one will be badly hurt. 
We would suggest that an ornamental iron 
rail be placed on the roof just above the leads 
.to break up all large masses when they slide 
down. Such rails are frequently used for this 
purpose on many large buildings. They are 
both ornamental and useful. 
IN our issue of November 22d we proposed the plan of extending the college drive in 
front of the buildings. As there seems to be 
no likelihood that this will be carried out, at 
all events for quite a while, we propose a very 
simple method of accomplishing almost the 
same objects which would result from having 
the carriage way. It is simply to keep un-
locked the rear entrances to the different sec-
tions. Why they should have been kept 
locked for years is a puzzle to us. No doubt 
there was some occult-very occult-reason. 
Suppose them unlocked, and we have solved 
the difficulty. All furniture, wood, etc. can 
be brought to the doors of the several sec-
tions by the back way and brought up to the 
rooms by the back door. But more than 
this. The long passage which runs almost 
the whole length of the building would thus 
be opened. It would be of the greatest use 
in bad weather, or for those who are sick. 
The meals which have to be carried to rooms 
would not arrive stone cold ; in fact it would 
be a great boon in bad weather. We urge 
this simple plan upon the attention of the au-
thorities. It will not cost anything, and there 
is nothing to be done but unlock the doors. 
NOW that the Christmas vacation has ar-rived we should like to remark upon a 
topic that is interesting to some. There are 
usually some students who live too far away 
from home to render it possible for them to 
return home for the holidays. Naturally they 
retain their rooms during the vacation, but 
they are rendered scarcely habitable by rea-
son of not being warmed. If the rooms were 
so constructed as to admit of stove heating 
the remedy would be easily applied, but un-
fortunately they are not, and we all know that 
wood fires in the fire-places are pleasant 
enough to lqok at but scarcely sufficient to 
heat the rooms. We would like to call the 
attention of the faculty to this condition of 
things, and ask them if it would not be pos-
sible, in some way, to ·have the rooms of 
those students who remain, heated during the 
holidays by steam. We understand that steam 
is kept up in the boilers throughout the holi-
days, and why a sufficient quantity might not 
be generated to heat a few rooms, we cannot 
see. We hope the faculty, or those who have 
the charge of the matter, will use their au-
thority in the matter, and help to make the 
holidays of those who remain as comfortable 
as possible. 
T HE removal of the gymnasium has had a good effect. We are glad to see that it 
is being put into some sort of a condition for 
winter and spring training. Gas has been 
introduced, so that all can take a turn at the 
apparatus, and so that an exhibition is a pos-
sibility. Many, perhaps, may not care for 
evening work, but we should strongly advise 
those who study in the afternoon not to neg-
lect gymnasium practice even if it is to be 
done in the evening. We hope that the 
heating will be attended to in the same way. 
Another stove is needed before it will be safe 
to exercise during the very cold weather. The 
banking up is a great improvement, and we 
are thankful for it. A half-loaf is better than 
none. The gymnasium is not a good one, 
but we would advise the students to use what 
they have in order to get into training for 
athletic work next spring. Our field inter-
ests have always suffered from neglect of 
gym-work. We expect to put a ball nine in 
the field next spring, so that all who expect 
to try for places should begin training as soon 
as possible. We may also put out a cricket 
eleven, and there is even talk of a crew; but 
all these projects must necessarily fall through 
or end with little credit to the college unless 
the men take hold of what advantages they 
have and put them to the best possible use. 
We can't emphasize :too strongly the import-
ance of gym-work. 
AT a recent college meeting it was an-
nounced that a committee had been 
appointed from the Senior class to make ar-
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rangements for the annual Prize Oratoricals .. something which we would like to see car 
The committee, we are told, have conferred ried out next year which unfortunately was 
with the Professor of English, and the ar- not· feasible this year, i. e. to have a regular 
rangements will be about the same as last Tablet Room, where the regular meetings 
year. Two members of each of the three could be held and the exchanges kept on file. 
upper classes will be chosen by competition, There would seem to be some room of that 
and the orations delivered in public next sort, either by the present reading-room or 
February-probably the 20th-before a com- in Northam hall. If it is possible to pro-
mittee of award. The first prize is a gold cure such a room, we would strongly advise 
medal, and the second a silver medal. It has the board of '86 to take steps immediately 
been customary for the last few years to hold towards obtaining it. Another point of im-
the oratoricals in Seminary haU, where the portance is to make the college at large feel 
speaking is followed by dancing. It is a that THE TABLET is the expression of Trinity 
thoroughly good college custom, and should College, and not merely of the class which 
. therefore be taken up with enthusiasm. The edits it, and that therefore every one in col-
competition in each class should be as hearty lege who has anything to say should write 
and general as possible in order that the or- for THE TAB LET. Just now this idea docs 
atoricals themselves may represent the best not seem to have taken very deep root in the 
that the college can afford. To accomplish miuds of the students. We have not been 
this the orations should be well looked up and favored with half a dozen contributions dur-
written during the h~lidays, so that there will ing the whole year, except from alumni, who 
be no hurry and no shiftless work done at the have shown a far better spirit than the under-
last moment. This has been the trouble in graduates. Surely this should not be. If 
past years. The orations have been put ~ff you can remedy this, '86, you will do your-
till it was too late to do careful and qmet self and the college a lasting good. We feel 
work, so that the competition in the several sure that if you can observe the suggestions 
classes has fallen far short of what it might we have made, you will have a successful 
have been. We would also ur~ the :Pro- year. We wish you all success! 
fessor of English to give out the notice in re-
gard to the oratoricals at least a month be-
fore the competition takes place. W c are 
authorized to state that the orations will 
count as regular term work in English. 
W ITH this numbet of THE TAB LET the board of '85 retires from active duty. 
We will not e.numerate what we have done; 
our readers are better judges of that than we 
are. If the appearance of THE TABLET has 
been improved, and the literary part of it has 
not fallen below what it ought to have been, 
we have reason for some pardonable pride. 
Before we make our bow and retire, we wish 
to welcome the board of '86, and in doing so, 
to make a suggestion or two which may be 
of service to them. It is of the utmost im-
portance that the work should be evenly dis-
tributed over the whole board, and that those 
who have been elected to the responsible po-
sitions of editors should hold the trust not 
slightingly but with the determination of do-
ing the duties assigned them as punctually 
and as well as possible. Whenever this is 
neglected the result will invariably be poor 
work and delays in publication. There is 
THE SILVER LINING. 
'Twas a hideous night, as the pouring rain 
Slanting athwart my vision came. 
And all around, the darkness wrapt 
Its inky mantle; the glimmering flame 
Of a hazy gas-light, scarcely kept 
My wandering feet on the slippery path, 
While the chilling wind seemed eager to show 
With each bounding gust its impetuous wrath. 
Yet all in vain was the blinding night, 
For my heart was aflame with a strong, sweet light. 
This is why, for the world with its outward strife 
Gained not a thought from the world within. 
As I felt on my arm the soft pressure of love, 
And gazed on -the face I had sought to win. 
For that night 'mid the darkness she told me "yes,"· 
When I whispered the story so old yet new, 
And bade me def end her in times like this, 
When the night seemed wrapt in her darkest hue .. 
And out from 'neath the umbrella's rim 
Showed the fair earth, so cold, so grim. 
Within and opposed to the winds chill breath, 
Glowed the true light that is stronger than death .. 
Think was I happy? Oh, little you know, 
You who have missed in your short career 
That strength which the touch of a fond love gives,. 
That strength which you bachelors wish, yet fear. 
'Tis the missing link in the golden chain, 
Which fastens the joys of a happier life, 
Which changes the crabbed and blesses the ~r, 
This strength of a cheerful and hopeful w1f e. 
Then when the cloud of the world looks dim, 
There you may find the silvery rim. 
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EIGHTY-FOUR. ?ev~te_e of the German Club, quite au fail 
m his knee breeches and silk hose, who re-
Twelve months have flown since the board calls to our mind the '84 series of five ger-
of •85 assumed their duties and responsibili- mans, each of which we have severally desig-
ties as TABLET Editors. We sit down and nated with some sameness, but with strict 
smoke the pipe of- peace to signify· that we truth, as "a delightful and successful occa--
are free from sion." Corresponding to this is a reminis-
.. The care and worry and strife" cence of our foot ball team, with a lofty 
Of an editor's life. Berkshire hill rearing its proud summit in one 
And yet our feeling of relief is tinged with corner of the field. We have had no vie--
sadness, and it is not without regret that we tories to relate, but "the beginning is half the 
consign to '86 the highest honor and duty of whole"; the interest has been aroused and a 
a college course. But we have served our creditable season achieved. We look for. 
term, so long in anticipation, so brief in retro- ward confidently to a strong development in 
spection, and must retire. Whether well or Trinity's athletics generally, within the next 
ill has been our service is not for u·s to say, few years; a good field me~ting awakened 
but this we can say, we have done our best, base ball energy, and an improved gyma-
and now to '86 we bid God-speed, and wish sium ,with active agitation for a new one-all 
them all success in their endeavors. We are this in addition to our foot ball induce us to 
smoking the pipe of peace and as we gaze in regard the past year as the dawn of a new 
quiet retrospection at the curling clouds of athletic era at Trinity, when this most vital 
smoke the wavy vapor assumes some well factor of college life shall receive its due at-
known shadowy outlines, and lo, on all sides tention and support. 
we see the crowded work of our busy happy In the other great element of college in-
year presented to our vision. The more dis- terest also, namely, the curriculum, this year 
tinct and prominent of those pictures we have inaugurates a new regime. We read "Elec-
caught and fixed to opposite page, and now tives" at the left of our cut, and we refer 
ere we finally resign our editorial preroga- with great complacency and joy to the revo-
tive, we will request our readers to follow us lution which has taken place in our study 
in a brief review of these, the salient incidents polity. We welcome the innovation which 
of our year. brings us abreast of the age in our system 
The central object in our cut is a faithful and assures us of the liberality and sound 
miniature of the Lemon Squetzer, the glory judgment of our faculty and trustees. In a 
and the pride of '85. For more than two picture at the left we commemorate with 
years we have held this honored relic and muih pleasure a social evening when fun, 
must soon select another class as worthy good-fellowship, and good punch were en-
guardians of our treasure. Which class may joyed by '85 and '87. Lower down is indi-
receive the coveted gift our successors must cated the theory and practice of the Bicycle 
chronicle. Above this is the symbol of our Club--by theory and practice we mean its 
Tennis laurels and the established success of existence in fact as well as in name. Ah! 
that association which owes its conception and We had almost overlooked the Glee Club, 
origin to Trinity. To the right is a sketch of but must not forget it, for we are told that 
the observatory which is being pu.t to such they sing finely. We know that they have 
practical and diligent use by our Professor of practiced hard and faithfully, and have been 
Astronomy. At the left we get a glimpse of quite a prominent · feature in our editorial 
the amusing orgies of Sigma Phi Kappa, an columns. · Our only regret is that we have 
institution which has in two short years be- not been favored with a home concert. The 
come such a pleasant social custom in college. President's house is a fact in progression, and 
Beneath the Squeezer is a suggestion of the busy workmen and rising walls tell us 
the Commons, which are now so well con- that before we leave our Alma Mater we 
ducted that they deserve a foremost place in shall attend the President's reception in a res-
our thoughts. For their satisfactory contin.:. idence befitting the head of our college. 
uance is necessary to the prosperity of the In the upper left hand corner we symbolize 
college. On the one side we portray a the great event of the year '84, the advent 
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of the Freshmen. They are strong in both 
quantity and quality, and have received a 
hearty welcome. Contrasted with this pict-
ure, we cast our thoughts ahead and portray 
the event approaching with such dire rapidity 
when we must leave this varied, pleasant life 
at Trinity and become absorbed in the body 
of alumni. · 
At the foot of the cut is a drawing of our 
matchless buildings, the seat and center of 
this busy little world of ours; while at the top 
stands the founder of our college, Bishop 
Brownell, his arm extended in eterna:1 bene-
diction. 
We could drift down the quiet stream of 
memory in varied and happy reminiscence 
for many an hour yet, but we have reviewed 
the scope of our cut, and space forbids us 
more. Altogether, '84 has been a full and 
active college year, infusing new life and en-
ergy in all the affairs of Trinity, and it must 
prove an epoch in the history of the college. 
Our epilogue concluded, we wish all of our 
readers a very Merrie Christmas, and retire 
with the hearty wish that '86 may chronicle a 
year still more successful and prosperous than 
even ours has been. 
MY MIDNIGHT GUEST, 
It was near the hour of midnight and I watched the year 
expire, 
While the north wind shook my window with an ominous 
sound of ire ; 
But within my curtained chamber lamp and fire-light shed 
a glow, • 
And I laughed to scorn the north-wind, and I muttered, 
'' let it blow 
It can't enter, that I know, 
So old north-wind you can blow." 
Ah I I thought, what brings the morrow, what of joy and 
what of pain, 
Will the old year take our burdens, will lost hopes come 
back again? 
Is this thing I call the north-wind, shrieks from nature in 
travail-
Or bas Hades sent her spirits thus to mock and thus to rail 
At the hopes they know will fail ? 
Doth Death over Lif c. pre".ail ? 
• •Will" ?--I listened, for a foot-fall seemed to reach me 
from below, 
Seem~d to be upon my stair-case, seemed to mount it tired 
and slow, 
Seemed to step like -one uncertain or like one bowed down 
with age, 
Who has well nigh reached the finis, reached and read 
the closing page, 
" 'Tis an aged man, I wage 
'Tis some Hoary-headed sage." 
So I muttered, but still listening as the faltering steps drew 
near, 
And the sound of labored breathing came distinctly to my 
ear, 
Strange, I thought, that man so aged should be out at this 
late hour, 
Stranger still what business brings him to this dark and 
lonely tower. 
To this soul-depressing tower 
At this most unseemly hour. 
"Ah1" I said, " I'll ask this stranger who it is he seeks to 
find 
And, perchance. I'll do him service, and I know 'twill ease 
my mind," 
Thus I spoke and rising quickly pushed away my armed 
chair, 
But before I reached the door-way feeble knocking smote 
the air, 
" Ah," I muttered, '' do I dare 
See who 'tis that's knocking there." 
As I stood thus hesitating half in doubt and half in fear, 
Once again I heard the knocking, once again my listening 
ear, 
Caught the sound of labored breathing and methought I 
heard a sigh 
Just a whisper, juat a murmur that did live yet quickly die. 
Just a faint uncertain sigh 
That did live yet quickly die. 
Then a voice broke all the stillness and it spake in warning 
tone 
"Sir, I beg you, let me enter, I would speak with you 
alone, 
I would rest my weary body, I would feel the warmth 
again 
For my hours are few and numbered and my limbs are 
racked with pain," 
" Ah I " I cried, .. my fears are vain 
For his limbs are racked with pain." 
Tho' I marveled at the strangeness of the aged man's re-
quest, 
Still I bade him enter freely, bade him find his needed rest, 
And my heart was stirred with pity when I saw his shiver-
ing form 
Saw his eyes with tears <>'er shadoweµ, saw his clothing 
poor and worn. 
And I thought he is forlorn 
Faint and weary, sadly worn. 
" Sir,'' I said, "draw near my fire, rest you in my armed 
chair, 
Well I know the way is tiresome up my steep and winding 
stairs," 
While I spoke be shivered slightly, and I poked my fire 
anew-
11 Tell me, sir, I do implore you is there aught that I can 
do-
That will help or profit you-
Aught that I can say and do ? " 
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Then he fixed his gaze upon me, and in trembling accents Then I heard a shout of laughter and I saw my guest arise, 
said- Older still and more decrepit, but a flame flashed from 
" I am old and weak and weary, and will soon be with the his eyes, 
dead. As he glided toward my doorway and he cried, " I do 
I have tried to teach the happy that all ·happiness is vain ; not fear-
l have seen full many changes, I have brought to some Raging north-wind I will meet thee, thou can'st w,ing from 
much pain- me no tear-
Yea, and measures full' of shame, Raging north-wind dost thou hear? 
And I'd do it o'er again!" Thou can'st bear me to my bier!" 
"What ! " I cried advancing toward him, " do you come to 
mock my grief-
Do you come to tear my heart strings, turn again a folded 
leaf-
Did you seek my lofty chamber, did you beg for entrance 
here, 
Then to gloat, thou hardened sinner? Now I know thee. 
vain old year-
Get .thee gone and leave me here, 
Oh, thou old decrepit year I " 
Then his head sank on his bosom but he shook as tho' with 
glee 
As he muttered, "Rich grow richer, poor find death in pov-
erty. 
I have seen the wicked prosper and the righteous pass 
away-
" Youth, I tell thee joy is fleeting," here he caught and 
wrung my hand, 
And the north-wind roared, " is fleeting," and the hour-
glass dropped its sand. 
11 Time is passing, I must hasten, peace thou north-wind, 
I'll be there-
I depart, I needs must leave thee, but you'll find I've left 
an heir." 
And the icy morning air, 
Whispered low," Behold the Heir." 
C. 
CONVIVIUM OF '88. 
On the evening of Tuesday, the 19th, the 
Freshman class assembled in the dining hall 
for the purpose of holding a convivium in 
Under clouds of inky blackness just before the dawn 
day-
of imitation of the old Roman custom. Distin-
I have seen these things, I say-
Yea-and helped them on their way.'' 
'' -Oh, thou wretch ! " I cried up-starting from the chair 
whereon I'd sank, 
" Do you gloat o'er human sorrow ? would you fill the cup 
that's drank ? 
Have you not one spark of pity in your shrunken,· icy heart, 
,Get thee gone, thou shalt not tarry, it is time for us to part. 
Leave me e'er you chill my heart! 
It is time for us to part." 
13ut he made no move to leave me, only drew more near my 
fire; 
And the north-wind shook my window and like demons 
shrieked in ire. 
Shrieked and whistled up my stair-way, shrieked and 
whistled at my door, 
Sought to enter thro' my chimney with a loud and sullen 
roar. 
With a heart depressing roar 
Thro' my chimney, thro' my door. 
'' Come, my friend," I whispered softly, for I dare not speak 
aloud. 
" It is drawing near to midnight, you should leave a°nd seek 
your shroud ; 
It is meet that you should leave us in the garments of 
the grave-
It is meet to plead for mercy if your soul you hope to 
save." 
And the north-wind echoed II grave," 
And it shrieked, '1 naught him can save ! " 
guished strangers were present by invitation, 
and after they had been welcomed by the 
class, Mr. John H. McCrackan was chosen 
magister convivii. The class were then fav-
ored with addresses by the visiting celebrities, 
interspersed with music, as follows:-
1. 'Neath tlie Elms, 
II. Marcus Porcius Cato, • • 
III. Fidibus Conatus, • • 
IV. Marcus Tillius Cicero, 
V. Gaudeamus. 
VI. Publius Virgilur. Marco, • 
VII. Lauriger Horatius. 
A. B. Brownell 
Mr. McCrackan 
J. W. Crawford 
• G. M. Brinley 
VIIL Horatius Flaccus, . • • W. T. Putnam 
IX. Membrana Canatur, • L. H. Paddock 
X. Socrates, • • • • • W. S. Hubbard 
" Pabulune," as the programme had it, was 
next in order, and the class fell to after seat-
ing themselves at the well furnished tables, 
which were arranged in Roman style, Mr. 
Benedict gave a. parody on AntonY.'s speech 
to the Romans, and toasts were drunk to the 
College, Class, Faculty, and in response to 
various sentiments. After some two hours 
of singing and speech-making, the festivities 
ended with a grand " stag " dance to the 
music of violin and banjo. It is to be hoped 
that such affairs will become more common, 
as they are very effectual in fostering the spirit 
of good fellowship and friendship. 
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The singing was led by a quartette com-
posed as follows: R. M. Hurd, W. N. Jones, 
J. W. Crawford, G. M. Brinley. The gen-
eral management was in the hands of W. F. 
Morgan, Jr., L. Le G. Benedict, W. S. Hub-
bard and W. N. Jones. 
BURGLARY. 
When on an expedition • in the interests of Science,' 
Seeking geologic specimens, which then was quite the 
rage, 
I found a hardy pebble which set force all at defiance, 
As instead of being softened, it was hardened much by 
age. 
I took it to my study for more investigation, 
Then in lithologic lore long and tediously I pored, 
'Twas an amalgamated mixture of most wondrous compli-
cation, 
So I grudgingly acknowledge that at length I had been 
floored. 
I was suddenly disturbed by a voice which beat in shrill-
ness 
Anything your humble servant ever heard in all his days. 
"A blundering fool that fellow is," it spake out in the 
stillness, 
.,. Who is making so much trouble for us geologic fays." 
With astonishment I started, and intently then I listened 
To the strangest dissertation which was ever heard by 
man; 
'Twas spoken in the lingo which ' college slang ' is 
christened 
By a small, peculiar creature, something on the elfin 
plan. 
He wore a little jacket which shimmered in the light 
As though compqsed of murcury, yet seemed of lighter 
stuff. · 
His shoes rang out like student's brass, but really were of 
calcite, 
While in his hand he Cllrried a geod.,: full of snuff. 
'' Why do these dudelets steal the fruit of ancient labor 
As ' ripple-marks,' I grooved myself some thousand years 
ago? 
See now, they've hooked those 'rain-drops' which were 
made by J aolc, my neighbor, 
Just for his own amusement. That's what I call ' right 
low.'" 
"And now they're after sample$ of the different kinds of 
marble, 
Metals, compounds, traps or anything-which all is very 
fine; 
But when one walks off with my safe, I think its time to 
warble 
That they at least have reached the point where I must 
draw the line." 
The gnomelet tried the specimens all, till he came to my-
hard poser, 
Which he shouldered with much effort, and then started 
for the door. 
When this he reached, he faced about and said '' The next 
bull-dozer 
In student-shape, who steals a rock-By Jove I'll have 
his gore." 
M.S. 
·COLLEGE AND CAMPUS. 
It has been found necessary to defer the-
awarding of the Toucey scholarship till next 
term. 
Trinity term opens with evening chapel on 
Thursday, Jan. 8th. 
Professor Hart will resume his duties at the-
opening of the term. 
Several new members from '88 have joined, 
the Missionary Society. 
The freshmen have appointed committees. 
on class colors and class canes. 
E. C. Niles, '86, is a member of the Ivy- • 
board. His name was accidentally omitted1 
in our last number. 
The competitive examination for the Tou-
cey scholarship in the Sophomore class was . 
held at the close of the term. The commit-
tee of award consists this year of Dr. Pyn-
chon and Professors Ferguson and Luther. 
ORATORICAL CONTEST. 
A committee of the Senior class, consisting 
of Messrs. Thorne (chairman), McCrackan, 
and Loomis, has been appointed to arrange 
for the annual oratorical contest. The date· 
will probably be Feb. 20th, and it is intended. 
to wind up with a dance. 
THE GYMNASIUM NEEDS: 
A heavy inside door. 
Another set of pulley weights. 
A stove at the other end of the building. 
A new steel-core horizontal bar, suspended'. 
by rods. 
The connection of the gas fixtures with the 
gas pipes. 
The removal of the remnants of the old 
rowing weights. · 
A larger set of rings, as the present ones. 
are so small that they cut into the hand. 
A wooden partition in the northeast corner .. 
to make a small dressing-room with lockers. 
The removal of all the slats which have-
been nailed across the windows and the sub-
stitution of iron netting. 
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GERMAN CLUB, 
The second german of this season was 
given in Seminary hall, Monday, Dec. 8. It 
was all that could be expected even of a 
Trinity german, and to say this implies that 
·it was an ideal dance and a delightful occa-
sion. Mr. H. R. Heydecker led and provided 
rich and handsome· favors. • The figures were 
new and graceful. Mrs. President · Smith, 
Mrs . . w. H. Bulkeley and Mrs. J. Knous were 
·the chaperons. Several new members will 
be admitted to the club next term, and prob-
ably three more germans given this winter. 
LIST OF PRIZES: TRINITY TERM, 1885. 
Friday, Feb. 20: Oratorical Contest. Senior, 
Junior and Sophomore Classes. 
.April: Greek Prizes. Freshmen Class. Sub-
ject: Iliad, Books XIX-XXII, and Grote's 
History of Greece, chapters 16, 17 and 20. 
Monday, April 27: Tuttle Prize; Essays. 
Senior Class. Subject: The Relation of 
the People to the Land. 
Wednesday, April 29: Chemical Prize Essays. 
Senior and Junior Classes. Subject : The 
Chemical Effects of Light. 
-Saturday, May 2 : Latin Prize Examination. 
Junior Class. Crutwell's Latin Literature. 
·Thursday, May 28: Prize Version Declarna-
tiolls. Senior, Junior, Sophomore Classes. 
May: English Literature Prize. Senior Class. 
Special subject: Historical and Philsophical 
Writtngs of the Eighteenth Century. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 
[Communications up'bn current topics are invited for thi11 
-column. It is expected that they shall be written in a 
courteous tone. TJie writer's full name, as well as his nom 
..dt plum,, must accompany the article, The editors do not 
qiecessarily approve the opinions expressed.] 
My Dea,,. Tablet: 
If you will be kind enough to grant me a 
Jittle space in your columns, I should like to 
-speak of a change which has been made in 
the English Department. I hear with regret 
that it has been decided to drop Whateley's 
Rhetoric from the course. There is no one 
single book in my whole course to which I 
can point with greater satisfaction, than this 
book. The late Professor Johnson used to 
say that he always noticed the improvement 
in a man's thought and style after he had 
studied Whateley's Rhetoric, and I have heard 
,the same from other quarters. There is no 
book which takes the superfluous rhetorical 
nonsense out of young writers as completely 
as that book by pointing out the road of 
common sense and warning them from fatal 
faults which they are apt to fall into. The 
book is not modern, it is true, but neither is 
Blackstone; yet Blackstone is no less the 
standard to-day than he was fifty years ago. 
Besides the Rhetoric contains the fundamental 
principles which every young writer must 
know, written in a common sense, lucid style, 
which of itself takes the part of a most val-
uable model. The writer has drawn from all 
sources to niake the book. Though it is 
called Rhetoric, yet it embraces applications 
of philosophy, grammar, metaphysics, logic, 
and rhetoric ,proper. It is, in fact, a com-
pendium of all that is valuable to a college 
student. The book gives thought for so much 
collateral research that it really amounts to 
an educator by itself. In conclusion, let me 
state that I have no desire to dictate to the 
Professor of English what books he should 
use; but I cannot refrain from expressing my 
regret at seeing the book to which I owe so 
much taken out of the course. 
Yours respectfully, 
A SENIOR. 
PERSONALS. 
[It is particularly desired that the Alumni furnish us 
with all items of interest that may come to their knowledge 
concerning every one who has . been connected with the 
College.] 
BEARDSLEY, '32. The Rev. Dr. E. E. Beards-
ley, after many years of service, has declined a 
re-election as President of the New Haven 
Colony Historical Society . 
TUTTLE, '36. The Rev. I. H. Tuttle, D. D., 
delivered an address on the 4th inst., at the thirty-
third anniversary of St. Luke's Home, New York 
City. 
PETERS, '50. The Rev. G E. Peters preached 
the sermon at the consecration of the Church of 
the Good Shepherd,- Detroit, Mich., on Sunday, 
September 28th. 
HOFFMAN, '51. The Churchman of Dec. 13th 
publishes a neat poem by the Rev. C. F. Hoff-
man, D. D. 
SUMNER, '56. A work entitled "Notes of 
Travel in Northern Europe," and written by 
Charles A. Sumner, will soon be published by W. 
B. Smith, of New York City. 
HART, '66. The Rev. Prof. S. Hart's able 
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sermon, '' The Consecration of Bishop Seabury,'' 
is published in pamphlet form"' by the Case, 
Lockwood & Brainard Co., Hartford, Conn. 
HUBBARD, '71. The Rev. W. F. Hubbard has 
resigned his pastoral charge in Syracuse, N. Y.; 
his address, however, remains unchanged. 
PARSONS, 71. The Rev. A. T. Parsons has ac-
cepted the Rectorship of St. Stephen's Church, 
East Haddam, Conn. 
GRAHAM, '72. The Rev. John Graham was 
elected Secretary of the Church Sunday School 
Association, which was formed at Lancaster, 
Central Pennsylvania, on Nov. 20th. 
CLARK, '77. The Rev. Father A. M. Clark is 
doing service at the Roman Catholic Convent in 
Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
SHERMAN, '77. H. M. Sherman, M. D., is en-
gaged in his professional duties at San Francisco, 
CaJ. 
SANDS, '87. 0. A. Sands is in temporary 
charge of the Mission Church at Southford,Conn. 
DIKEMAN, '88. J. N. Dikeman has been com-
pelled to leave college on account of ill health, 
and has returned to his home at Waterbury, 
Conn. 
Married, in November, Walter C. Hagar, '79, 
and Miss Edith A. Perkins. 
The following alumni have visited Hartford 
lately: The Hon. J. W. Bacon, '46, N. M. Bel-
den, '48, H. M. Sherman, M. D., '77, W. H. 
Hitchcock, J. F. Olmsted, '84, H. C. Appleton 
of the class of '85, and F. M. Vermilye of the 
class of '87. 
COLLEGE GOSSIP. 
Cornell University has devoted the sum of 
$155,000 from the University funds to the 
establishment of thirty-six new scholarships 
and seven fellowships. 
The freshman class of Dartmouth College 
unanimously abolished the cane rush, wheth-
er they feared the Sophs. or considered it be-
low their dignity we are not told. The old 
custom, however, still prevails at most col-
leges. 
At a meeting of the college senate at Am-
herst, it was stated by the president that all 
matters of college discipline would henceforth 
be referred to that body for its decision. 
The widow of the late Ezra Abbott has 
presented the Harvard Divinity School with 
her husband's theological library, embracing 
about 4000 volumes. 
Altogether, about a thous:-nd students have 
been expelled from the University at Kieff> 
Russia, for opposing the tyranny of the Czar> 
and drafted into the penitentiary regiments. 
The Williams Glee Club will give concerts. 
at Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo during the 
Christmas vacation. 
At Princeton hereafter each class will be 
divided into six groups; the first containing 
not more than one-tenth, and each of the 
others not more than one-fifth of the whole 
class. 
The students of the Spanish university in 
Madrid are incensed against the bishops for 
censuring one of the professors for advocat-
ing liberty of education. They thronged the· 
streets and made a tumultuous demonstration. 
The police at last succeeded in dispersing the-
young men, but not before twenty of their 
number had been arrested.-Ex. 
We print below the article on forming an 
Inter-collegiate Oratorical Association, which 
appeared in a recent issue of the Amherst 
St1'dent: 
"To the unitiated in college life and customs 
of to-day the following question would natu--
rally arise: Why is it that the colleges of 
New England, possessing as they do inter-
collegiate contests in physical acquirements, 
have not contests of mental strength and 
ability to c"ultivate, which is their special line 
of work? 
This question is not propounded that it 
may be answered here, but that the ~inking 
and intelligent minds of our colleges may be 
awakened to consider the idea of forming an 
association for such a purpose. 
We propose that an inter-collegiate orator-
ical association be- formed, comprising all the-
New England colleges, whose representatives 
mily contest each year for the honors of ex-
cellence in oratory and original composition. 
That such an association would result in,. 
great benefits, is too evident for argument. 
For all the reasons given to uphold collegiate 
as well as inter-collegiate contests of any kind 
apply equally well to 1:his one. We need only 
to mention that excellence in oratory ano 
composition would be increased; that college-
loyalty and pride would be promoted; that 
the contact of men of different colleges would. 
broaden and liberalize them; and the public· 
would know which college most encouraged 
this branch of education; we need, we say 
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-only to mention these results to commend the 
.association to the approval of all. 
It is not our purpose now to propose a de-
tailed plan of such an association. How the 
crepresentatives shall be chosen, when the con-
test shall fake place, what shall be the basis of 
excellence, these and all kindred questions 
-can be easily arranged if the association meets 
with a general concurrence. • 
It is our purpose however to ask our broth-
er journalist~ in the various colleges of New 
England to submit or have .submitted the pro-
-position to their respective colleges and re-
port the result. We would also ask the mem-
bers of our own Senior class to take the initi-
atory steps in obtaining an expression of 
opinion from our own college and in appoint-
ing a committee to meet the representatives 
•of other colleges if such an association is 
-deemed expedient.'' 
The Freshman class at Oxford is unusually 
large. Poor students are more numerous 
than twenty years ago. 
Three young ladies have successfully passed 
the examination for the degree of "baccalau-
reate in letters" in Paris.-E.r. 
Prof. R. T. Greener, the first negro gradu-
-ate of Harvard, is to write a novel based on 
the race distinctions.-E.r. 
Cornell has recently received a gift of $50,-
-000 for the endowment of a chair of Moral 
Philosophy. 
At Harvard this year there are eleven can-
-didates for the degree of A. M., and thirty 
for that of Ph. D. 
Every member of the faculty of Amherst 
College is a graduate of that institu~ion. 
The Yale Record offers three prizes of teri 
oollars each for contributions. 
Columbia College has about 9,000 alumni. 
The New York Eveni11g Post has regular 
-correspondents at Harvard, Yale, Princeton, 
'Trinity, Amherst and Cornell. . 
There are about 330 colleges and univer-
·sities in the United States, of which number 
only twenty-four have an attendance of more 
than 200 students, and only seventeen have 
more than twenty teachers. 
Dr. Phillips Brooks will be the select preach-
er in the University of Cambridge next June. 
This is the second time that this honor has 
been conferred on an American clergyman. 
GENERAL ATHLETIC NEWS . 
One hundred yards was run recently in 
Oregon in the announced time of 9¾ seconds. 
This beats the best record in this country. 
In the recent convention of the League ball 
clubs, a rule was adopted fining each club 
that leaves the field because of an umpire's 
decision $3-00. 
Among other rules for next season, is one 
allowing the batsman to have his bat smooth 
cut on one side and wound with twine as far 
as eighteen inches from the end of the handle. 
The Princeton faculty have declared that 
after January 1, 1885, no games shall be play-
ed with any other college by any Princeton 
team, on any grounds other than those of 
the competing colleges. 
It is said that at the next meeting of the 
National Base-ball Association a proposition 
will probably be urged to ·oblige the batter to 
strike at any ball that comes over the plate, 
thus making no distinction between a high 
and low ball. Some very prominent base-
ball men are in favor of making this rule. 
Prince, the champion bicycle rider, thinks 
it will be but a few years before the best time 
on a bicycle for one mile will equal the trot-
ing record. 
A Harvard -graduate in London is agita-
ting the scheme of sending an American in-
ter-collegiate foot ball team to England.-
,-imson. 
A game of foot ball for the championship 
of Canada was played in Toronto recently. 
Montreal defeated Toronto 30 points to o. 
Yale has made this year 501 points to her 
opponents 14. Ten of the fourteen were 
made by Rutgers. 
Cricket has been in a flourishing condition 
at the University of Pennsylvania this fall. 
Michigan University has a man who has 
made I oo yards in ten seconds. 
CLIPPINGS. 
They met on the steamer in mid-ocean. 
First Old Cltap.-"Are you going across?" 
Second Old Chap.-"Yes, I am. Are 
you? "-Tech. 
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" Will you pull the bell ? " she asked of a 
man across the aisle as the car reached the 
corner. 
"Nq, madam," he answered, with a bow; 
" but I will be most happy to pull the strap 
which rings the bell." 
"Ah ! but never mind. The strap is con-
nected with two bells, and you might stop the 
wrong end of the car."-E.z. 
A lady once advertised in the matrimonial 
column of a newspaper, for a husband " with 
strong religious tendencies, and a Roman 
nose of the same kind." 
Editors are sometimes rather remiss in 
proof realling. This sentence appeared in an 
English school paper, in a letter from India. 
"One afternoon we spent shooting fish, and 
crockagators and allidiles, but failed to kill 
any of the latter, as their skins are that thick." 
Lizzie .·-" Aunty, do you like to eat 
chocolate drops ? " 
Aunt:-" Yes very much." 
Lizzie (after much thought):-" Then I 
think I'd rather give my paper of chocolate 
drops to grandmamma to keep.-E.z. 
Professor: Is SILICON an element or not? 
Student: It is a compound of S. I. L. ; 
C. 0. N. 
REVIEWS. 
Three handy little volumes are before us, 
Representative British Orations, with intro-
duction and explanatory notes by Charles 
Kendall Adams. New York and London: 
G. P. Putnam's Sons. 
These volumes recommend themselves to 
the students of English Literature and Eng-
lish History. The utterances at critical pe-
riods in the history of England, of those 
minds who have shaped and directed her 
policy, are of great interest apart from all 
literary merit The editor, seeing this, has 
given a carefully prepared introduction to 
each orator, not stating the date of his birth, 
marriage, and death, but explaining the po-
litical situation of the time and the position 
of the speaker. Such names as Chatham, 
Burke, Pitt, and Macaulay are familiar to the 
student of Literature as well, and the publi-
cation in a convenient form of their best ora-
tions is to be welcomed by him. The plan 
of the work is excellent and, we think, well 
carried out. 
Elements of Modern Ckemistry, by Adolph, 
Wartz, Professor of Chemistry of the Faculty-
of Medicine of Paris. Translated and edited 
by Prof. William H. Greene. Second Amer-
ican Edition. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott 
& Co. 
Students of chemistry will be pleased to• 
learn that another edition of this scholarly· 
work qac; appeared. The first American edi-
tion is too well known to require extended 
notice. The book has been improved, correct-
ed and enlarged and is now a handsome 
volume of some 7 50 pages, embellished with 
132 descriptive cuts. It has been brought up, 
to date, the latest discoveries being recorded. 
Especial attention is given to the mineral and 
other natural 1:esources of the United States, 
thus entirely adapting the book for American 
readers. The classification of the metals has 
been revised in accordance with the generally 
accepted theory of atomicity, and the depart-
ment of organic chemistry extended and im-
proved. As a book either for study or refer-
ence, the work of A. Wartz will continue to 
stand far ahead of all other works ordinarily 
accessible to the college or professional stu-
dent. 
Ploetz' Epitome of Universal History.-
Translated and enlarged by Tillinghast. Bos-
ton: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 
We take great pleasure in calling the at-
tention of our readers to this valuable work. 
It embraces the entire range of history from 
the earliest times to the present day in a clear 
and systematic arrangement, giving a brief 
connected narrative and at the same time 
preserving a chronological sequence. All 
facts are taken from the best authorities, and 
the indexes are full and elaborate, thus mak-
·ing the volume so convenient for reference as 
to be almost indispensable to the student. 
We have received from G. P. Putnam's. 
Sons a pamphlet on Protection and Com-
mtmism, one of the series on "Questions of 
the Day." The article is by William Rath-
bone, a member of the English Commons. 
He strongly favors Ft ee Trade, and draws 
his argument from a comparison of Engla"nd 
and the United States. For an instance we 
will cite the greater inequality in the distri-
bution of wealth in the United States which 
he brings out. He satisfactorily proves that. 
"under a protective system the tendency to-
exaggerate the inequalities of fortune has. 
been most striking." 
